[55 MARVEL COMICS 
= PETER PARKER THE SPECTACU| AD 


PIDER: MAN 


AS (E SPIDEY DION'T 
HAWE ENOUGH 
TROUBLE ALREADY... 


Wille attending @ demonstration In radiology, student PETER PARKER was bitten by @ spider which had accidentally bees exporsd to 
RADIDACTIVE RAYS. Through = mirecie of sctence, Pater gained tite erachnid's powers... and in effect, became = humin spider 


i LES SGI LTS SUL PL 


DESPITE WHAT EARLY 
RISERS TELL YOu, SEVEN 
OCLOGK I THE MORNING 
1 NOT A PLEASA, 
TUE FO WAKE UP. 
ESPECIALLY FOR A 


MAYSE IT WOULDT BE 
$0 GAD 1F PETE WERE 
JUST A GRADUATE STUDENT 
GUT MT SOMAPPENS THAT 
HES ALSO'A TEACHING 
ASS(STANT, A PART-TIME 
PHOTOGRAPHER FOR THE 


AND LEADING FOUR LIVES CAM BE 
TIRING, EVEN FOR A MAM WITH THE 
PROPORTIONATE POWERS OF A 


shut OY S 
ROGER STERN /LUKE MicDONNELL /JIM MOONEY 


PENCILER 
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STRIRES OF 
E ANBOL/S 
ORE 


FUNNY, I 


CAN'T QUITE 
GET OVER 
THE FEELING 


SOMETHING'S 
NOT RIGHT! 


A QUICK SHAVE AND SHOWER LATER... 


i 


THIS'LL TEACH ME 
NOT TO. STAY OUT 
PAST TWO O'CLOCK 
SWINGING OVER THE 
CITY! DIDN'T SEE 

$0 MUCH AS A_PURSE— 
SNATCHER LAST NIGHT! 


Z 


IN AND READY... 


FINALLY GET 
ALARM. Cit 


TIME TO FACE 
THE WORLO:.. 


NORMAL HUMAN 
Gs 


Woe eas 


BE MY IMAGINATION 
PARANOID 5) 
eS — 


BE 
TH! 


ONE-BEDROOM, 


MAS. MUSGINS! IT CA 


ONO ~— 
mY LANDLADY, 


THAT oF 
E RONTH ALREADY! 


APARTMENT 1S 
WOW. VACANT- 


THERE'S NO 
USE IN 
HIDING -- 


HAT LADY NEVER FAILS To SL Fics 
€ CALLING FOR THE RENT 


T REALLY SHOULD 
MANAGE MY MONEY 
BETTER. AT LEAST I GET my 
TEACHING ASSISTANT'S PAYCHECK SOON 
f THAT SHOULD JUST ABOUT BAIL ME OUT! 


1TS TENANT HAY 
ING MADE A SWIFT 
EXIT WA THE 
BATHROOM SKYLIGHT. 


YEBH... FOR THiS MONTH! BUT WHAT 
WitH THAT FIRE WE HAD A FEW 
WEEKS AGO IM AFRAID THAT A 
RENT 


--AND NOW IT MUST BE A SURE THING / 
AFTER ALL THE DAMAGE AND REPAIRS... 
AND THE INSURANCE COMPANY PUTTING. 
US UP IN THE PLAZA OF ALL PLACES... 


BUT AN INCREASE WOULD PUT 
QUITE A STRAIN ON MY BANK 
BOOK! ra 


& JAMESON 1 
§ RAISING. IAy 


~.-THE MUGGINS! 
INSURANCE RATES 
MUST BE GOING THROUGH 
THE CEILING! I WOULDN'T 
BLAME THEM FOR UPPING 


T SUPPOSE T 
COULD CHECK 
WITH DR. SLOAN 


WILL LEA 
EASIER TO GET 


FROM A STONE, THAN TO 
PRY MONEY OUT OF 
THE BUGLE'S PENNY~ J 
PINCHING 
PUBLISHER / 


ABOUT GETTING 
A RAISE IN MY 
TA. SALARY 
DEBORAH WHITMAN 
WAS GOOD ENOUGH TO 
THE OTHER 


OFF TO. PLAY SPIDER- 
MAN WITHOUT SO. 
MUCH AS A YBLY 
S YOUR LEAVE 7! 
ay 
9 ‘AND WHEN T > 


$ DROPPED 8 


[She was 


i LUKE SUCH A TERK! 
| EnteRTAl 


WANTED 10 APOLOGIZE 
HER YESTERDAY — 
| HOMETOWN 
PREPPIE 
FRIEND 


AMAZING SPIDER-MAN # 2162-0. 


=- BUT SHE CALLED IN SICK> 

I HOPE SHE'S IN TODAY. 

I REALLY NEED TO TALK TO 
Hee. t Get THe Distinct QaU 
FEELING DEB'S HAD SOME VAM 
BIG HURTS IN HER LIFE 
ere. ns 

AND I'D HATE TO THINK 
THAT T'VE ADDED TO THEM! 


Blo- Puysics 
MES 


AH,SHE'S Back GREAT! 4 WHAT? OH...HELLO, PETER. I JUST WANTED 10 SAY 
o YES, THANK YOU. IT WAS T'M SORRY. I AC 
NOTHING SERIOUS. 


THAT'S ALL 
RIGHT, PETER. 
I'M SURE you 
HAD YOUR 
REASONS. 


[NOW AE You'LL Excuse 
ME~-T HAVE ALOT OF 
REPORTS 10 TYPE. 


JUST WON THE ON A LADY T HAROLY 4 LWOULONT| | FALL ON ME / 


COLD SHOULDER 
AWARD. AND NO- SHE NEVER: 
BODY SPOKE To ME 
AGAIN! 
oO 


CONGRATULATIONS, ) WHEN I RAN OUT ON T WISH A TEN TON WY ONE SiDE,¥ 
PARKER --you've DEB, IT WAS To CHECK } LOUSES, THAT'S. WEIGHT WOULD: ‘ PARKER) 


fis this 
SOME NEW 


SEE,PETE-- IT'S Like I TOLD You, j| | 2 GONNA DO MORE THAN THAT/ 
MARCY WEARS SOME DIFFRENT a I THINK IT's TIME FOR YouRS 
KIND OF HEADGEAR EVE; 4 TRULY, STEVE HOPKINS, TO 

IN A LITTLE COVERT AcTIVITY... 
JUST 10 SATISFY My CURIOSITY / 


E_YOU DOIN’ 
HERE SO EARLY. 
ON A THURSDAY? 


THURSDAY 2/ THIS 1S THURSDAY 2/04, |) | AAND.AS PETE CONTEMPLATES. =-TWO EARLY MORNING VISITORS 
HOLL DONT HAVE ANY CLASSES THREE HOURS OF LOST, BLISS-\ ARE CAUSIIYG A CONSIDERABLE 
Tobey UNTIL NOON. FUL- SLEEP. AMOUNT OF COMSTERN— 


CONGRATS, MMAN 
= YOU'VE DONE 
YOURSELF IN! 
BUT DON'T TAKE 
IT TOO HARD/ 


M TELLING YOU THAT YOU HAVE 
NO RIGHT 10 HOLD HER FATHER OR YOU! DR. WILBURN AT suai 
AGAINST HIS WILL / 4 LEVEL ONE. Bi 
SUBJECT “N’ 
AME. BALE. (AR HUNTER - = 
IS AN EXTREMELY 


DANGEROUS INDIVIO- I _UNDER- 
STAND YouR 


TDON'T KNOW 
FATHER BACK. HOW 10 THANK 
01 


: zs 1 
di s : THAVE AWRIT HERE SAVE THE THANKS 
WHICH DEMANDS YOU UNTIL You Se! 
=-THAT THE MAN IS ¥ “| [TURN HIM OVER 10 HIS My BILL/ 
Z HAVE HIS DAY IN COUR’ 4 |DAUGHTER'S CUSTODY! | MATTER / 


T'S INCIDENTS 
LIKE THIS THAT | 
Gg EA f 
ka 


THIS IS ROBERT HUNTER, MR BALE. | 
HE WAS APPREHENDED IN A GAS- 
EQUS STATE’ AND SIPHONED OFF 
INTO. SEPARATE TANKS To PRE- 
VENT HiM FROM REFORMING. 


BAD Ni 


(S-.. 
THIS (S 
MONSTROUS? 


BLING. CONCENSING, AND EME SOME LATIER-DAY GENIE 
LY. TAKING ON THE FORA THE SIVER-PAIRED I AGE 


WE SHUDZERS, AND THEN GASPS 
ASE FAKING HIS FIRST BREATH. 


SGEOVEY. TENDRILS 
SMELLING VAPOR 
Tis! TAS 


EH? VIRGINIA? WHAT. IN 407 0m Not WAITING FOR ZB 
ARE YOU DOING HERE? ‘ ANYTHING STM LEAVING -~ 
> HOw! 


Just RELAX, 
MR.HUNTER. T'N YOUR 
DAUGHTER'S ATTORNEY 

1F YOU'LL JUST WAIT, 
WEILL HAVE YOU OUT, 
OF HERE INNO TIME / 


WHEN THE SUOKE 
THAT REMAINS IN THE 
STREWN ROOM (SA SHALL 


ae VE, 


=-ANO THE 
LN COWSCIOUS 


BREEOOE 


if ens AGEn| 
I'D STAY TO FLATTEN THIS. 
PLACE, But I'VE GOT MORE 
ff IMPORTANT THINGS TO 00! 


AND THEN, THE VAPORS BEGIN TO 
CONGEAL ONCE MORE, THISTING 
AND COMPACTING INTO HUMAN- 
C12 FORM... — 


THE FORM OF ROBERT Hu) 
(E BEN ALSO KNOW AS 
NITRO, THE EXPLODING MAN! 


THERE'S VIRGIE'S CAR. 
STILL ORIVING THAT THREE YEAR 
<, OLD COMPACT! 


AGoop Artist 
UKE HER OUTTA 
BE ABLE TO 5 
AFFORD SOME~ 
THIN! BETTER. 

I HOPE THAT 
THING'S GOT 
DECENT PICK-UP! 


WAKE UP, 


1G rome 


[ You DON'T UNDERSTAND, 
D0 yA? 


HUNTER! 
BE REASON- 
MAN 


[AiLny Lie 2 WAS STEPPED on SuovED 


LUNATIC LEGION OFFERED ME POWER! 


BUT You OION'T BELIEVE ME, DID yA? 
'T BELIEVE YOUR OLD MAN WHEN 
HE TOLD YA HE HEARD VOICES FROM, 
SPACE! 


BUT THOSE VOICES WERE REAL / THEY 
TURNED ME INTO NITRO--I WAS THEIR 
DEADLIEST AGENT ON EARTH.®AN’ 
NOW, AULT WANT 70 DO 1S GET RE- 
VENGE ON CAPTAIN MARVEL! 


| AROUND BY DOZENS OF STRAW BOSSES 
\ ...FORCED INTO RETIREMENT! THEN THE. 


B-BUT_T DON'T “KNOW. 
WHERE HE 1S, You KNOW. 
I DON'T FOLLOW TH! 


NewS! 


CAPTAIN 
MARVEL WAS. 
RECENTLY IN 


YOUR BANK AND 
WITHDRAW SOME 
‘TRAVELIN' MONEY -— 


LISTENED 70 DR, 
WILBURN. HE'S, 
MORE DANGER - 
OUS THAN I 
WOULD HAVE EvE2 
IMAGINED! 


DPERATOR. Meanie, At A CERTAIN, ST NOW 1 CAN PAY © 
mat BRANCH BANK) fo] ENT... AND MAYBE HAVE 7 
HELP YOU? <> o 

1 a ONE GQ00 THING ABOUT THIS BEING 
nes THURSDAY --1 GOT MY CHECK 
THIS IS AN a FROM THE UNIVERSITY: FOR PLAY- 


EMERGENCY! ING TEACHER 
GET ME THE " =< eclle 
POLICE? > | 


RTO BUY A 


ONE SIDE, SHOR’ Z qi Lae 
WATCH: We Ka GUY BRUSHED PAST ME, T THOUGHT 2 
YOU'RE GOIN’. My SPIDER: SENSE WAS GoiNG To 

f Z BURN OUT SOME BRAIN CELLS 
WARNING. ME OF CANGER/ 


But HOW COULD AN OLD MAN 
ANO A MIDDLE AGED WOMAN 
PRESENT ANY KIND OF DANGER? 


YEAH, THAT'S 
ITAISSING 
THOSE EXTRA 
HOURS OF SLEEP, 
HAS MACE 
ME PUNCHY! 


NAW, WHAT AMT THINKING ? IT'S 
PROBABLY ALAME ROBBERY J 
ATTEMPT! 


{FT BUTTED IN AS * 
SPIDER-MANT'D (fj 
PROBABLY JUST 


CAPABLE OF HANDLING 
THAT OLD GEEZER/ 


IE ANYONE'S BEEN 
§ SERIOUSLY HURT. 


\ PARKER LETS THE THOUGHT TRAE 
\ SFF. ONCE, YEARS BEFORE HE 
FALED 70 ACT--ANO AS A RESULT, 
\ Wis BELOVED UNCLE BEM VAS 


ENOUGH CAS) 
CAPTAIN MAR 


WHO? TRE 

LUNATIC LEGION? 
THEY GAVE ME 
FoweR! SHOW- 
EO ME WHAT IT, 
COULD DO! * 


T ASSUME FROM 
THE FANCY PURPLE 
SUIT, THAT You'Re 
THE BIG BAD WOLF 
THAT BLEW THE 
BANK DOWN THAT 
BEING THE CASE, 
T'0_ SAY you PICKED 
THE WRONG BANK 
ON THE WRONG 


AH, BUT I SEE YOU'RE CON- 
FUSED! DON'T You RECOG- 
NIZE ME? THE NAME'S 


SOUNDS LIKE 
YOUR TEAC! 

DION'T SHOW. 
YOU ENOUGH POPS! 


POWER REQUIRES AN EQUAL AMOUNT OF 
RESPONSIBILITY. LIKE THE MAN SAYS... 
YOU MUST'BE HONEST To LIVE OUTSID’ 

THE LAW! 


THAT'S REAL POETIC, CREEP! 
BUT ONLY POWER MATTERS 
TO NITRO! 


ie HADNT o. 
BACK WHEN 7 
BE_SPIDER: 


B-BuT you 
Just BLEW 


THE Wal. ~ COAL ER SEN 
SARrED GAZE, 
THE (MISTS Pllel 
THEMSELVES (3 
{ 


‘$0 YOU THINK I'M 
Hi 3S, 90 YOU? 


I'M WEVER HELPLESS! SURE, 

I'VE BEEN DEFEATED, SUT NEVER 
FOR LONG...BECAUSE I CAN'T 
BE DESTROYED! 


WOW? THAT WAS AN 
EVEN BIGGER BLOW 
THAN BEFORE/ THE 
FORCE OF THE EXPLO- 
SION ACTUALLY BLEW 
MY WEBBING 
TO SHREDS! 


eC 
GOOD THING THE 


PEDESTRIANS 
SCATTERED! 


IE OL' SPIDER- 

SPEED WAS JUST 
FAST ENOUGH To GET ME 

£ OUT OFTHE WAY... BUT 
ANOTHER SPLIT SECOND 

ANO T'D HAVE JOINED 
THE CHOIR INVISIBLE! 


te 


he 


iW AGE MADE ME 
BUT I'VE ALWAYS 
. AND THE LUNATIC 
IE EVEN STRONGER! 


GEE, IT'S TO BAD 
THEY DIDN'T WARN YOU 

NOT TO TELEGRAPH 

YOUR PUNCHES / 


TFIGURED THAT A FEW OLD- 
AGE TAUNTS MIGHT MAKE 

HIM RECKLESS NOW, I HAVE 
TO KEEP HIM OFF-BALANCE SO 
HE CANT BLOW UP ON ME AGAIN! 


FOR MY 
MD-AFTER- 


f iDioT! WHAT 
DO YOU THINK, 
YOU'RE DOING? 


SWINGING 
NITRO 
AROUND 
LIKE A 
PENDULUM, 


CeNTRATE % 
ENOUGH TO 
BLOW UP! 


WHAT 00 I CO. 
iG HIM AROUND: 
TELY.! 


Y. 
DREAMED UP 
TO SELL 

PAPERS! 


APTER ALL, T 
PULLED A SIMILAR J 
NUMBER ON THE 
SCORPION ONCE, 3 
AND IT WORKED. 
PRETTY WELL! 3 


ON THE OTHER HAND, 
NITRO MIGHT TAKE 
| 10 WarTeR Uke A 
HUMAN DEPTH 
CHARGE! 


YEP. THERE 
IT/S..THAT 
TELL-TALE 
‘SECOND 
STORY OuT- 


CROPPING! 


{UNLESS MY CHEM 
F WAS PUTTING 
ME ON WHEN HE 


HIGH, HIGH (NTO. 
THE AIR STREAKS THE 
SUVER-HAIRED 

BENE, STRAIGHT 

a 


YOU MANIAC) TIM. GONNA 
BLOW MYSELF FREE, 
‘AND THEN—- 


aay 
5 
es 


Wines 


zr "F900 
IFT WERE you! 
YOURE SITING ON 
A POWDER KEG... 
$0 TO SPEAK! 


x7 


NOW T ASK. 

YOU, NITRO. DIDNT 
THAT RIDE BEAT CONEY 
ISLAND ALL HOLLOW? 


i 


3 TRIED TOMAEN Hien, 
ON'T_USTEN / THAT 
CHAMBER WAS FILLED wire 
REAL NITRO. 


.WITROGLYCERINE! CHEMICAL COMPANIES STORE EI Guess 
IR EXPLOSIVE STUFF IN CHAMBERS LIKE THAT... SO (AT'S THE END 
ACCIDENTAL EXPLOSIONS WONT DESTROY THE WHOLE 6: oF NITRO! 


WHAT? AFTER THAT 
INTENSE EXPLOSION 
(? HE CAN STILL RE- 


ASSEMBLE HIMSELF! 


YEAH.,, PLEASE = 3 SAY THERE MUST GE A GUARDIAN ANGEL 
COME AND BLOW P 2? & WHO WATCHES OVER FOOLS ANO SPICER-MEN 


TiN BAST PARKER! 
YOU PROBABLY a 
ALL OF FIVE SECONDS 
JO THINK OF A we 
To STOP A Guy 
CAN'T BE STOPPED? 


THAT YOUNG TWIRP PRogaBiy 


THINKS T HAVE To BLOW 

MY WAY INTO THE BUILDING. 
BUT T'VE LEARNED: 

TO CHANNEL My PowER 

INTO EXPLODING PUNCHES! 2 


e AO 
A THESE HAND-AND 
We 


ALL RIGHT, 
SPIDER-MAN--HERE 


Hey, I'VE ALWAYS BEEN A PRETTY 

NERVY GUY... AND THAT'S ONE 

OF THE NICER THINGS PEOPLE 
SAY ABOUT ME! 


YOUVE MOCKED ME 
FOR THE LAST TIMES, 


GOSH, I HOPE 50! \\ |. 
| BUT JUST To MAKE 
Ri 


BUT T WoN'T 
STAY STUCK 
FOR LENG’ 
TLL BLAST, 
MYSELF FREE! 


THAT'S WHAT TM 
COUNTING ON! 


WITH MY EXTRA 
STICKY WEBBING... 


Al 70? SPEED THE AMAZING ADVE) 
HMSELE FROM 


FORE OF WTROS 
EXELOSWE Flee! 


4a 


=~ 
~ 


SCRATCH ONE WAREHOUSE! 
T HOPE THE CHEMICO PEOPLE 
HAVE A GOOD INSURANCE POLICY.’ 


THEN, AP WHIM FIGs jeoUGH | 


TM SURPRISED ¥; 
TALK! THAT CAN 
FULL OF NAUSE: 


KNOW, THE STUER Ut 
BREAK UP Riors! 
— 


THE PARTICULAR BRAND 
PRODUCED BY CHEMICO 
HAPPENS TO CO 
WITH OTHER 

QUITE EAS: 


LONG TIME! 
I'm sorry! 


IT WASN'T THE 

NICEST WAY 10 stop 
MAN, BUT HE DION'T 
GIVE ME MUCH CHOICE. 


WE'D BETTER 
MAKE THIS 
TRIP SLOW 


GOTCHA! TLL TRY 
Jo AvoID THe 
BUMPS AND 


| 


THIS WAY! 


‘UNDERSTAND, SPIDER-MAN. YOU 
[O10 WHAT YOu HAD To De. 


WELL, BALE, 
| WHAT HAP- 
PENS NEXT? 


TO DECIDE IE NITROIS 
WELL ENCUGH To STAND 
TRIAL. 


NO MATTER HOW MUCH J BELIEVE 
iN DUE PROCESS’ I COULDN'T RE- 


~- HE'S JUST A 


YLL HAVE TO EXCLISE MYSELF FROM THE CASE NOW. 
T COULDN'T DEFEND THAT MAN IN GOOD CONSCIENCS—— 


PRESENT A MAN I KNOW iS GUILT! 


IN & PERVERSE SORT OF WAY, ( 


IT'S ALMOST FUNNY. 1 BAD PLANNED. 
1 


To DEFEND 
THAT HIS POWER HAD DRIVEN HiM 
TEMPORAI SANE. 


BUT, AFTER 
SEEING HIM. 


WAS WRONG - 
ROBERT HUNTER 
KNOWS WHAT HE 
(S, AND ENJOYS. 
HiS POWER. 


BITTER OLD MAN. 


BUT THE YOUNG MAN BALE AbeEsse5s 
1S ALREADY SEVERAL STORIES 
STRAIGHT UP, SCURRYIND Avy 
IN7O THE OARKENING SKIES. 


30 


AND SHORTLY, CA HEARBY ROOFTOR,, 


I OUGHTTA BE TURNING FLIPS AND 
CLICKING MY , - INSTEAD, I 
FEEL LIKE A HEEL? 

Pa 


MAYBE IT'S BECAUSE 
SAID... IN THE FINAL Ri 


ECKON IN 
1 DEFEATED A MENACE WHO WAS 
JUST A BITIER OLD MAN! 


TWIN, 
eel TFEELS J 


[fs 


WHAT IT'S WORTH, 
HUNTER, TM 
RY {7 TURNED OUT 


DENNIS O'NEIL 
EDITOR 


MARK GRUENWALD 
|| ASSISTANT EDITOR 


Dear Roger. 

SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN #51 was 
900d, any way you look at it.The storyline was 
fice and compact, in that you fit it all into two 
issues, along with the WHITE TIGER mini-ser- 
jes. (Wigettothatlater) 

| was very Surprised to See the shy, timid 
Debra Whitman gather up enough courage to 
rack Mysterio's heimet. | didn't think she had it 
inher. | anxiously await further developments in 
the Debra Whitman situation over the next few 
months. 

I really liked the way Spider-Man gained 
control of Mysterio's illusions and traps. For 
‘once, Spidey had the upper hand, instead of the 
villain. 

| noticed something at the end of the 
WHITE TIGER story. ft said, “The Final Fate of 
the Tiger!" Does this mean he's going tobe killed 
off? It sounds like it. Also, at the end, it said the 
next issue's story would be “The Hero Kiliersi” 
and the end of the SPIDER-MAN story said the 
same thing. 

Let me guess... next issue there's going to 
be one big story, featuring Mace, his army, Spi- 
der-Man, the Tiger (if he lives), and maybe 
another hero. Then, you'll eliminate the WHITE 
TIGER series and go back to book-length 
stories. Whatever the case, PPTSS #52 should 
bea good one! 

‘Mark Nemetz 
45 Laurel Avenue 
; Ciition, NJ 07012 


Dear Spider-peopie, 

‘The cover of SPECTACULAR SPIDER- 
MAN #51 is an excellent addition to the gallery 
of artistic milestones which Frank Miller has 
been tuming out lately. Keep him on the covers 
— and an occasional inside story — and I'l be 
‘one hapoy guy. 

‘The writing on this book has taken ateat 
strides forward iately. Roger Stem is the con- 
summate Marvel writer, and other Butipen scrip- 
ters would do well to study what the man has 
done for SPIDER-MAN and CAPTAIN AMERI- 
CA. Rog always manages to bring back the vil- 
lains want to see, and he's a master at charao- 
ter development and definition. Here, Spider- 
Man gets a chance to use his brain, as well 2s 
his powers. This is our Peter Parker. And Deb 
Whitman is one of the best new Marvel charac- 
ters to come along in years. She's sort of what 
Peter Parker was ike in the old days, when Stan 
‘wrote the book... shy, endearing, and tesource- 
ful. (Of course, the shtick of Peter standing her 
up is becoming a litte stale... and it was avoided 
this issue only because she was kidnapped. But, 
| have faith that Rog’ straighten this out soon.) 


THE MIGHTY, MARVEL 
CHECKLST 


CIMARVEL TWOINONE #76 — 
Glant-Aten anc ine teeman or the 


Home 


Sand-Man and Hydro-MMan leam up 


_ and attack! 
> CAPTAIN AMERICA #258— nos 
Blockbuster? 


tack New York! 
IGRONAUTS #30 — “To Save [POWER 


Thing on 
$35 Cuest. OSRVAGE SHE-HULK #17 — 


‘plum of 2 suprise super-wilain! 
X-MEN #145 — Ine old and new 
XcMen at the mercy of Dr. Doom! {* 
Pius; Arcade! 


Marie Severin! I'm speechless. When that 
lady puts pencil to paper, she reestablishes her- 
self asjone of the finest artists in comics. She's a 
demon when it comes to storytelling, and she 
never fails to have Pete doing something spid- 
ery. This was never demonstrated so weil 23 in 
the sequence with the holographic images of 
‘Spider-Man in constantly differing stages of mo- 
tion. 

Jim Mooney is one of the best Spider-ink- 
ers... that really should go without saying. Also, 
Jim Novak stands alongside Joe Rosen and 
‘Tom Orzechowski as one of comics’ best callig- 
raphers. Christie Scheele's coloring was real 
decent, as well. 

Allin all, very nice package, people. Keep 
up the good work. 

Vance Borden 
Ansonia, CT 06401 


Dear Marvel, 

SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN #51 hada 
Jantastic cover, but it had nothing to do with the 
story. It would have been nice to see Spider- 
Man battling Mysterio.on the set of a science fic- 
tion film, but it didn't happen. (By the way, who 
‘drew the cover?) 

‘The story this issue was enjoyable, though. 
j particularly liked the scenes in which Spider- 
Man used illusions against Mysterio— it’s about 
time he got a taste of his own medicine — and 
Deb Whitman struck out at Mysterio (nice to see 
hes showing a little gumption). Oh, and the 
scene of the supposed alien listening to the ra- 
dio and drinking beer was a nics comic touch. 

‘The art was good, too—but [ddon’tthink Jim 
Mooney’s inks go that well with Marie's pencils. 

Barry Dutter 
2283 Old Farm Road 
‘Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 


Actually, Barry, the cover wasn't meant 
to show an actual scene from the story, just 
to portray a symbolic overview of the issue... 
Debra Whitman threatened, as Spider-Man 
defeats Mysterio in the midst of spectal ef- 
fects Illusions. Vance Borden correctly rec- 
ognized Frank Miller as the cover penciler. 
Inks were laid down by Josef Rubinstein. 


THOR #006 — Lok and Kannila at [LROM #19 — ROM is trapped in Lim- [] MARVEL PREMIERE #68 — 
‘Do with all hig old foes! 
world Gage and to Ft hot ine tai of O1S6t. FURY #304 — (Reprints: 
Ieplies FOR oie — 
GHOST RIDER #57 — Enter: The sagen feos 
OFA 


SPIDER WOMA “Make “blasts the Samos ioctl es] WIN “What # Phoenix 
Seng he uncanny Xen! Way forthe Man-Elephant” Hag Lived? 
STAR TREK #14" “We Are Dying, ()MOON KRIGHT #8 — Moon Knight CMa Tekave #106 — Spidey = 
ceRReoet a Bea i ifn WAN at kg ited 
a) #171 — 00 vs, the (GBR. STRANGE #47—Dr Stange— IRON MAN #147 — A crisis, 5 
Knee ~ powerless ageinst honn, the master "called ._Blacklash! Lignazy #74 — “crazy Car of the 
[MARVEL SUPER HEROES #68 — — of slustion! (PETER PARKER #55 — The me- aye oer rer Tete 
[Reprints Hulk #749) ~The inher= [INCREDIBLE HULK #260 — Show: “nave of Nv, the Exploding Man! ‘Salles parbay. Kine- 
_ toro Beyond? down with Glenn Talbot! 1 | DEFENDERS #96— The baa ‘Obnoxio: Howard the Duck: 
DBAZZLER 4 — Final bate w= Dr. (> AVENGERS #208 — The mad me- and Ghost Rider al the mercy othe _ acd move. Whew! ; 
_ Doom Piss: Nigitmare! nace of the eternal warrior cailed the 
|KACZAR #3 — The fearsraughtfate _ Berserker! 
ot Shanna! "CONAN #123 — “Horror Beneath 
KING CONAN #6 —Conan's quest tie Huish ers and the Black Knight vs. MARVEL PREVIEW #26 — 
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sttange game of pow. rope. 


ASTER OF KUNG FU #101 
‘Not Smoke. Nor Beads, Nor Bicod’” 


Dear Roger, 

‘The cover to. SPECTACULAR SPIDER- 

MAN #51 was fantastic! Who bot Spider-Man 
could bath pin the bad guy's arms and hit him at 
the same tine? That's 2 great cohospt, to show 
‘Spider-Man's prowess in both the brawn and 
agility departments. 
‘By the way, Mr. Stem, the best touch in this 
fing story has to be page 16. There, in panel 2, 
‘Spider-Man thinks, “These con- 
‘tol systems are complicated, but | think.| have 
them pretty much the way want.” 
Just three panels later, Mysterio thinks, “He has 
to stay in the control room... untess he’s pre-pro- 
grammed the computer systems! And oniy a 
Scientific wizard could do that!” 
ifm interested in next issue's “Hero Killers.” 
But t'm not so sure | could say that I'm looking 
Rick S_ Jones 
Cedarville Collage 
Cedarville, OH 45314 


Well, Rick, what can I say but... 'm both 
interested in and looking forward to your 
reactions — positive or negative—to SPEC- 
‘TACULAR SPIDER-MAN #52, Rick. 

‘And that goes for everyone out there! 1 
personally read each and every letter sent to 
PPTSS. Your istters of comment are the only 
way I can get a handle on what you like and 
what you want to see in these pages. tt may 
sound a bit but you fine folks are 
the ultimate editors on this book. Just teil me 
what you want, okay? 


Dear Roger. 

Ive stuck wih PETER PARKER, THE 
SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN since its incep- 
tion. There have been good stories and bad 
‘ones, but Itruly believe that with issue #51 theti- 
te has really proven itself. Unt now, thishas al- 
‘ways been the second Spider-Man mag, but you 
have finally hitthe top of the ladder, equalling the 
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN. 

‘The appearence of Mysterio was great. You 
need more such top-notch villains to produce 2 
really great comic. ing of top-notch, bring 
back Mary Jane Watson!) 

| loved the story this issue, but — good 2s 
she is— {don't think that Marie Severin is exact- 
ly fight for SPIDER-MAN. How about getting 


x 


John Bye? 
Mark Waldman 
9839 Amigo Avenue 
Northridge, CA 91324 
John's on his way, Mark. He'll be hers 
with issue #58! 
—Roger Stem 


Fee 
tunng... Dr. Who! Cowse paintiag By 


Fury #70) — Meet: 


artwork 10 ever grace & Marvel pro 
duction. And the wring ain's nothin tp 
sneeze at, ether! 
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